
Matthew
Chapter 5 - Part 1

•The Beatitudes
•Salt and Light
•OT teaching revisited

1 Now when he saw the 
crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. 
His disciples came to him,  
2 and he began to teach 
them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

•What does it mean to be poor in 
spirit?
•Does not mean trembling, weak, 
cowardly, depressed, sad, etc.

•Means complete absence of pride, 
self-assurance, and self-reliance

3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

•What does it mean to be poor in 
spirit?
•It's what we get when we come 
face to face with God. We realize 
what He is, and what we are. We 
will then be poor in spirit.



3 “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.

•What does it mean to be poor in 
spirit?
•It is an emptying. We empty 
ourselves of the spirit of pride. 

•People truly poor in spirit will not 
have to show it, or prove it. It will 
show itself.

Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown
“This self-emptying 
conviction, that ‘before 
God we are void of 
everything,’ lies at the 
foundation of all spiritual 
excellence, according to 
the teaching of Scripture.“

4 Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be 
comforted.

•Why does a Christian mourn?
•We mourn over our sins.
•Our hearts should be broken by 
the things that break God's heart.

•We mourn over our separation from 
God.

4 Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be 
comforted.

•Why does a Christian mourn?
•We mourn because we know how 
much God loves us, how much He 
has done for us, and all we ever do 
is let Him down over and over.



4 Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be 
comforted.

•Why does a Christian mourn?
•We mourn over our sins, unbelief, 
lack of faith, tendency to stray 
from Christ, and our shallow love 
for Him. 

Jamieson, Fausset, & Brown
“It is poverty of spirit that 
says, ‘I am undone;’ and it 
is the mourning which this 
causes that makes it break 
forth in the form of 
lamentation - ‘Woe is me, 
for I am undone’. “

5 Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.

•What does it mean to be meek?
•It does not mean weak or fearful 
or shy - Moses was described as 
the meekest man on earth and he 
was not weak, fearful, or shy.

•It is not constantly beating 
yourself up and telling everyone 
how awful you are.

5 Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.

•What does it mean to be meek?
•It is not the appearance of 
humility while on the inside 
manipulating the situation for your 
own personal gain.

•It means to be submissive to God.
•“Power under control”
•“Patient obedience”



5 Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth.

•What does it mean to be meek?
•Meekness is the outward working 
of being “poor in spirit” - a 
recognition that we are nothing and 
that God is everything, so we 
should listen to Him and be 
obedient to Him.

6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will 
be filled.

•What does it mean to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness?
•We recognize our total dependence 
on God and not self, and we crave 
to be like Him as much as we crave 
for food.

6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will 
be filled.

•What does it mean to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness?
•We should chase after 
righteousness like a hungry man 
does for food.

•We come to hate our own sin.

6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will 
be filled.

•What does it mean to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness?
•We become desperate for 
righteousness.

•This only comes through the help 
of the Holy Spirit.



6 Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will 
be filled.

•What does it mean to hunger and 
thirst after righteousness?
•We hunger to have our way of 
thinking, feeling and acting, wholly 
conformed to the will of God. 
The more we are filled, the more we 
hunger.

7 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown 
mercy.

•What does this mean?
•Receiving mercy from God is 
dependent on how we show mercy 
to others.

•God expects us to treat others the 
same way he has treated us.

7 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown 
mercy.

•What does this mean?
•Psalm 18:25 - 27 With the 
merciful thou wilt shew thyself 
merciful; with an upright man thou 
wilt shew thyself upright; With the 
pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; 
and with the froward thou wilt 
shew thyself froward.

7 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown 
mercy.

•What does this mean?
•Matthew 7:1,2 -Do not judge, or 
you too will be judged.  For in the 
same way you judge others, you 
will be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will be 
measured to you.



8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see 
God. 

8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see 
God. 

•How do you get your heart pure?
•Jeremiah 17:9-10 -The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it? 
I the LORD search the heart, I try 
the reins, even to give every man 
according to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings.

8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see 
God. 

•How do you get your heart pure?
•Ezekiel 36:26 - A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I 
will give you an heart of flesh. 27And I 
will put my spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall 
keep my judgments, and do them.

9 Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will 
be called sons of God.

•What is a peacemaker?
•Someone who tries to bring peace 
to a troubled situation.

•Being a peacemaker is much more 
than being peace lover. 
This requires action.



10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

•What is persecution?
•Persecution is anything from insults 
and slander, to imprisonment, torture 
and death.

•How can we be happy with that?

11 “Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds 
of evil against you because 
of me.

12 Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they 
persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.



Beatitudes of the World
1. Blessed are the rich and famous, 

for they will be recognized as 
important people. 

2. Blessed are they who party, for 
they will enjoy life to the fullest.

3. Blessed are the aggressive, for 
they will inherit the earth. 

Beatitudes of the World
4. Blessed are those who do their own 

thing, for they will find personal 
fulfillment. 

5. Blessed are those who take care of 
number one, for they don't need to 
worry about anyone else.

6. Blessed are the wheelers and 
dealers, for they are winners in 
the dog-eat-dog world. 

Beatitudes of the World
7. Blessed are those who don't get 

involved in others problems, for 
they will avoid getting caught in 
the middle. 

8. Blessed are those who don't rock 
the boat, for they will be liked by 
everyone. 


